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Structural Changes of Global Health Financing in the 

Context of Coronavirus Pandemic.  The end of 2019 brought 

with it the enormous challenges posed by the Covid-19 

pandemic. Since the onset of the coronavirus epidemic, which 

the World Health Organization declared a pandemic on March 

11, 2020, the number of morbidity and mortality cases has been 

increasing worldwide. Comprehensive and comparable estimates 

of coronavirus-related health spending are a key input for health 

policy and planning, and are necessary to support the 

achievement of national and international health goals.  

In this paper, we present the past and present of global 

health expenditures, with an emphasis on Covid-19 health 

response budget allocations. Global health financing has 

increased steadily over the past two decades and is projected to 

continue increasing in the future, despite a slower pace of 

growth and with persistent disparities in per-capita health 

spending between countries. Out-of-pocket spending is 

projected to remain substantial outside of high-income countries. 

Many low-income countries are expected to remain dependent 

on development assistance, although with greater government 

spending, larger investments in health are feasible. In the 

absence of new sustainable investments in healthcare, cost-

effectiveness can be the essential way to overcome the 

coronavirus and to achieve global health goals. 

 

Key words. government health spending, prepaid private health 

spending, out-of-pocket spending, health spending per capita, budget 

allocations for the Covid-19 health response, universal health coverage 

(UHC). 
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